THE BIBLE
Lesson 1:  An Overview of the Bible
Synopsis:  The Bible is the word of God.  It is the speaking of God.  God did not write the book in heaven and send an angel to bring it down on earth.  It was written by men inspired by God.  Each book of the Bible is God’s revelation, with every line and word, coming from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Burden to impart:  To help the children know and treasure the Bible: 
A. The Bible is the most important book in the whole universe.  

B. The Bible is the living word of God.  

C. The Bible reveals God.  

Memory verse:    2 Tim 3:16a  “All scripture is God-breathed….”
Facts to teach:

1. The Bible was written over a 1500 years span, over 40 generations.
2. The Bible was written by men inspired by God.  God used over 40 men to write the Bible.  Only the present 66 books are recognized as the word of God. 

3. The many writers of the Bible have different backgrounds.  

· David and Solomon were kings

· Daniel was a governor

· Ezra was a priest

· Moses was a general, architect, and ruler turned shepherd.

· Paul was a lawyer

· Matthew was a tax collector

· Peter and John were fishermen.

4. The Bible was written on 3 continents – Asia, Africa and Europe.  It was written in the wilderness, on the hills of the good land (Canaan), the temple of Jerusalem, in jail in Rome, in a school in Bethlehem, by the river of Babylon, on the island of Patmos, in the palace of Persia and many other places. 
5. Most of the Old Testament were written in Hebrew.  The whole New Testament was written in Greek.  

6. The Bible can be read aloud in 70 hours.

7. There are 66 books in the Bible.  The Old Testament has 39 books and it was completed within 1100 years.  

8. The New Testament has 27 books and it was finished within 50 years.

9.  There are 1,189 chapters.  There are 31,101 verses.  
10. The Bible can cause man to have God’s life.  It can change man.  Give the story of the Cannibal reading the Bible.  
11. The Bible makes man wise unto salvation.  Give the story of Jesus teaching in the temple at the age of twelve.
12. The Bible becomes our spiritual food to help us grow in the Lord. 
